IT is the purpose of this paper to present details of a case of congenital spherocytosis (congenital haemolytic jaundice) in which bilateral ring-like corneal deposits produced visual symptoms. This ocular complication does not appear to have been previously reported.
RING-LIKE CORNEAL DEPOSITS IN CONGENITAL SPHEROCYTOSIS
Coombs's test negative. Schumm's test negative. The patient's red cells had a much reduced survival time in her own and in a normal person's blood (T 10 days). Treatment with prednisolone was stopped, since the diagnosis of congenital spherocytosis was now established.
Operation.-Splenectomy was performed under hydrocortisone cover on May 23, 1962. The spleen was large (360 g.) and the histology was typical of that found in spherocytosis, overfilling of the pulp with red cells and compression of the Malpighian bodies. The patient made an uneventful recovery from the operation.
Result.-Post-operatively the visual symptoms rapidly disappeared, and 3 months later slitlamp microscopy showed that the corneae were completely clear. Discussion Gass (1964) draws attention to the similarity of the clinical appearance of the corneal pigmentation in Fleischer's ring (Fleischer, 1906) , the Hudson-Staihli line (Hudson, 1911; Stahli, 1918 ), Stocker's line (Stocker and Prindle, 1939) , and the pigmentation associated with superficial corneal scars. In addition, he has presented conclusive evidence indicating that these linear corneal opacities are produced as a result of the intra-cytoplasmic deposition of iron in the deeper layers of the corneal epithelium. He has named these conditions "the iron lines of the superficial cornea". It must be remembered that Fleischer, Stahli, and Stocker, and also Busacca (1952) all demonstrated iron in certain of these superficial opacities.
Both in colour and in linear intra-epithelial distribution, the ring-like corneal deposits seen in this case of congenital spherocytosis closely resemble the opacities referred to in the previous paragraph. These deposits developed during the stage of active haemolysis and haemosiderosis, and resolved when the haemolysis was arrested by splenectomy. In view of these facts, it is suggested that the ring-like opacities were produced as a result of the intra-epithelial deposition of the excess free iron. The possible supplementary effect of the systemic prednisolone that was administered in the pre-operative stage must also be borne in mind.
In the 2 years that have elapsed since this patient was seen, we have not seen a limilar case, and it is hoped that this report will widen the search. R. DALGLEISH Summary A case is described of congenital spherocytosis in which bilateral ring-like corneal opacities produced visual symptoms.
Although histochemical proof is lacking, it is suggested that these opacities were caused by the intra-epithelial deposition of excess free iron, and that this case may be added to the group of conditions described by Gass (1964) as "the iron lines of the superficial cornea". I wish to thank Dr. M. C. G. Israels, Director of the Department of Haematology at the Manchester Royal Infirmary, for permission to publish this case, and for assistance with the presentation of the haematological data. 
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